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The E. J. Wylie Traveling Fellowship 
James S. T. Yao, M_D, and Ronald J. Stoney, MD 
In 1987 a Traveling Fellowship named after Dr. E. 
Jack Wylie was established by the Society (Fig. 1). Dr. 
Edwin Jack Wylie was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, into 
a medical family on October 13, 1918. His father was 
a general practitioner who later specialized in pediat- 
rics and practiced in San Bernardino, Calif. Dr. Wylie 
went to Pomona College where he became Phi Beta 
Kappa and, at graduation in 1939, received the 
Kneeland Prize in debate. He followed in his father's 
footsteps and studied medicine. He graduated from 
Harvard Medical School in the Class of 1943-A. 
Dr. Wylie completed his internship in surgery at 
New York/Cornell Medical Center and was accepted 
into the General Surgery Residency at the University 
of California, San Francisco (UCSF), where he 
trained under H. Glenn Bell, MD, professor and 
chairman, between June 1944 and September 1948. 
During his residency he studied with Dr. Norman 
Freeman, "the country's first vascular surgeon to 
confine his professional life to vascular surgery," who 
was the chief of the Vascular Surgery Clinic. Dr. Wylie 
was stimulated by Dr. Freeman's teachings, and, 
because there were no formal training opportunities 
available at the end of his residency, he practiced 
vascular surgery briefly with Dr. Freeman. Dr. Wylie 
then established an independent private vascular sur- 
gery practice in San Francisco, with a medical school 
affiliation at UCSF. 
Dr. Wylie's pioneering and perhaps most signifi- 
cant contribution was performing the first aortoiliac 
endarterectomy in the United States in 1951. He 
returned to UCSF after his discharge from the army 
and spent his career as an academic surgeon, rising to 
the rank of full professor in 1967 and vice-chairman of 
the department, titles that he held until his death in 
1982. 
Dr. Wylie died after a full operating day on 
September 2, 1982. He was 6 weeks short of his 
sixty-fourth birthday. At his memorial service, his 
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ashes made their final trip by sailboat under the 
Golden Gate Bridge to the Marin Headlands and 
peace and serenity. 
The idea of the E. J. Wylie Traveling Fellowship 
originated in the summer of 1984 at a restaurant in
Winnetka, Ill., a suburb of Chicago. Drs. John Bergan 
and James Yao were hosts at a dinner for two top 
executives ofW. L. Gore & Associates, Inc., Mr. Jack 
Hoover and Mr. Donald Lass. Somehow, the subject 
of exposing young surgeons to the world of surgery 
was discussed. The idea of a traveling fellowship was 
raised, similar to the James IV traveling fellow, that 
would not only broaden the horizon of young sur- 
geons but also provide them with personal contacts 
with leaders in vascular surgery or with established 
investigators in their chosen fields of research. This 
suggestion was greeted with great enthusiasm by 
Messrs. Hoover and Lass. After this, we corresponded 
about his idea to formulate aprocess to implement 
the traveling fellowship. On March 8, 1985, a letter 
was received from Mr. Lass indicating the willingness 
of his group to provide financial support for a travel- 
ing fellowship. After discussion with Dr. John Bergan, 
we then wrote to Mr. Lass outlining the level of 
financial support, eligibility of the candidate, and the 
establishment of a selection committee. We informed 
him that our concept was to select surgeons with 
strong commitments to academic surgery to travel at 
home or abroad to learn about he art and science of 
vascular surgery. The candidates could be selected 
from the United States or abroad. We also suggested 
to Messrs. Hoover and Lass that we would like to 
name the traveling fellowship after Dr. Jack Wylie. We 
always had the highest regard for Dr. Wylie's leader- 
ship in the development ofvascular surgery and, in 
particular, for his vision in establishing the first 
vascular fellowship training program in the country. 
His untimely death had left us in a vacuum, and we 
thought i would be appropriate o name the fellow- 
ship the Wylie Traveling Fellowship. After discussion 
with Mrs. Glea Wylie, we decided to proceed with the 
proposal. On April 2, 1985, Mr. Hoover accepted the 
Wylie Traveling Fellowship concept and pledged 
annual funding of $5000 or up to $10,000 for its 
support. On the idea of naming the fellowship after 
Dr. Wylie, he wrote, "I love your idea about naming 
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this traveling fellowship in honor of Doctor Wylie. 
While Jack was never one of our high volume users, he 
certainly has the respect of the entire vascular world, 
in my opinion, and it would be a privilege for us at 
Gore to be associated with his memory in this 
way." 
At the Council meeting on June 5, 1985, Dr. 
Bergan reviewed the proposal to establish a Traveling 
Fellowship, on behalf of the Society for young vas- 
cular surgeons. The proposal was unanimously ap- 
proved at the October Council meeting. A com- 
mittee chaired by Dr. John J. Bergan, with Drs. 
James S. T. Yao and Ronald J. Stoney as members, 
was charged to investigate all aspects of the Traveling 
Fellowship and to implement those actions necessary 
for the selection of a Traveling Fellow as soon as 
possible. 
In 1986, the E. J. Wylie Traveling Fellowship 
Committee was formed with Chairman John J. Ber- 
gan, and members Drs. Henry T. Bahnson, Victor M. 
Bernhard, Ben Eiseman, Robert W. Hobson II, 
Ronald J. Stoney, and James S. T. Yao. 
Guidelines for the selection were formulated. The 
guidelines for nomination for a Wylie Traveling Fel- 
low were then circulated to 165 chairmen of academic 
departments of surgery in the United States and 
Canada, 46 directors of Accrediting Council for 
Graduate Medical Education-approved vascular 
training programs, and 23 departmental chairmen 
overseas. The committee had received 18 nomina- 
tions as of the end of October, with 10 from the 
United States, one from Canada, and seven from 
overseas. The Selection Committee was to meet at the 
time of the American Surgical Association meeting in 
April and name the Wylie Fellow. 
The final list of applicants consisted of 21 candi- 
dates, with two candidates having very high and 
virtually equal qualifications. In 1987 Dr. Peter Glov- 
iczld of the Mayo Clinic became the first recipient of 
the Wylie Traveling Fellowship. It was suggested that 
the recipient of the Wylie Fellowship be introduced 
during the Tuesday afternoon program of the SVS. 
Since then, the following young surgeons have been 
selected for the Fellowship: 1988, Torben 
Schroeder (The National University Hospital Rig- 
shospitalet, Denmark); 1989, Alan M. Graham 
(UMDNJ-R. W. Johnson Medical School); 1990, 
Bauer E. Sumpio (Yale University School of 
Medicine); 1991, Thomas F. Panetta (SUNg Health 
Science Center, New York); 1992, Julie A. Freischlag 
(Medical College of Wisconsin); 1993, Joseph L. 
Mills (Arizona Health Science Center); 1994, 
K. Craig Kent (Beth Israel Hospital, Boston); 1995, 
Fig. 1. E. J. Wylie addressing members of the Society as
34th President of he Society for Vascular Surgery. 
B. Timothy Baxter (University of Nebraska Medical 
Center). 
Since the establishment of he E. J. Wylie traveling 
fellowship in 1986, the guidelines for selection have 
evolved and have been formalized as published in the 
Journal of Vascular Surgery (Appendix I). 
The structure of the committee has also been 
changed since 1986. At the Council meeting on June 
2, 1990, Dr. Ronald J. Stoney, Chairman of the Wylie 
Fellowship Committee, addressed the tenure of mem- 
bers on the Committee, as well as the rotational 
schedule for the chairman. It was recommended that 
the representation  the Wylie Fellowship Commit- 
tee consist of six members, with each serving a3-year 
term and that the chairman be appointed by the 
president to serve a 5-year term. The eligibility criteria 
for the fellowship would be published in the Journal 
of Vascular Surgery. 
In 1992 Dr. Malcolm O. Perry became the chair- 
man of the Committee. As a result of consolidation f
all research activities under the Lifeline Foundation, 
the E. J. Wylie Traveling Fellowship is now under the 
aegis of the Lifeline Foundation. Current members of 
the Committee are Drs. Alexander W. Clowes, 
Howard P. Greisler, William H. Pearce, John J. 
Ricotta, Michael Sobel, Bauer E. Sumpio, and Robert 
M. Zwolak. 
How did they like the fellowship and what were 
the impacts on their careers? We have asked all past 
fellows to give us a short personal summary of their 
experience. Here are some of the responses: 
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Dr. Peter Gloviczki: "The Fellowship contributed 
to my formation as an academic surgeon and influ- 
enced my subsequent laboratory and clinical research 
enormously. My acquaintance and friendship with the 
surgeons I visited has motivated my interest in venous 
reconstructive surgery." 
Dr. Torben Schroeder (the only surgeon from 
abroad): " I  spent 3 months traveling from West to 
East and visited 12 vascular centers. Coming from 
abroad, it was a great opportunity to meet a number 
of highly esteemed vascular surgeons. I was met with 
great hospitality and became friends with a number of 
American vascular surgeons." Dr. Schrocder has since 
become the chief of Vascular Surgery at National 
University Hospital, Denmark. 
Dr. Alan Graham: "The amount of surgical 
knowledge that I gained during the Traveling Fellow- 
ship was simply amazing. Based on this fellowship, I 
have been able to maintain my ties with past and 
future fellows of the E. J. Wylie Fellowship." Dr. Alan 
Graham is now chief of the Division of Vascular 
Surgery, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School in 
New Jersey. 
Dr. Bauer Sumpio: " I  had an extremely produc- 
tive and successful year as the E. J. Wylie Traveling 
Fellow in 1990. One of the unique experiences 
afforded by the fellowship is the bonding that devel- 
ops with all involved in the process. This includes not 
only the committee members, but the fellows them- 
selves." Dr. Sumpio is now professor and vice chair- 
man of Surgery and chief of the Section of Vascular 
Surgery at Yale University. 
Dr. Thomas Panetta: "There is no doubt the 
Fellowship opened the door for me in vascular sur- 
gery. I had a great experience visiting several centers, 
and this helped to shape my academic areer." Dr. 
Panetta is now chief of Vascular Surgery, State Uni- 
versity of New York, Downstate Medical Center, 
Brooldyn, N.Y. 
Dr. Julie A. Freischlag: "My experience visiting 
the basic science research laboratories enabled me to 
carry on my projects back at home with better 
expertise and new ideas. In Australia, I observed 
operations, and it was fascinating to see the difference 
in the practice of surgery there." Dr. Freischlag isnow 
associate professor of surgery at the Medical College 
of Wisconsin. 
Dr. Joseph Mills: " I  have a special interest in vein 
graft stenosis. During the Fellowship, I traveled to 
England and other centers in the United States to 
learn about clinical and basic research in vein graft 
recurrent stenosis. These visits led me to submit a 
grant to the American Heart Association. The Fel- 
lowship profoundly influenced my career and led me 
to focus my basic science research interest in my area 
of clinical strength and placed me in contact with 
worldwide noted authorities." Dr. Mills is now chief 
of the Vascular Surgery Section at the University of 
Arizona. 
Dr. K. Craig Kent: " I  was a medical student and 
resident at UCSF. Little did I know at the time of my 
first encounter how great an influence Dr. Wylie 
would continue to have on the rest of my life. The 
traveling fellowship granted me a key that would allow 
my entrance into the lives and minds of surgeons 
whose work I had been able to admire only from a 
distance. Every university that I visited was unique. I
learned from each of  the surgeons their perspectives 
on topics ranging from the technical aspects of their 
favorite operations to their secrets for developing a
successful academic career." Dr. Kent is now associate 
professor of Surgery at Harvard Medical School. 
Dr. B. Timothy Baxter: " I  visited several centers in 
England. Being the recipient of a traveling fellowship 
bearing Dr. Wylie's name bestowed a certain degree of 
immediate respect from vascular surgeons, especially 
those who had known Dr. Wylie personally. From 
each of the centers that I visited, I came away with a 
new or interesting idea about our own research." Dr. 
Baxter is now associate professor of Surgery at the 
University of Nebraska. 
From reviewing these comments, it is obvious that 
the E. J. Wylie Traveling Fellowship has had a great 
impact on these young academic surgeons. Many are 
now in leadership ositions and can advance vascular 
surgery. Their experience, perhaps, is best summa- 
rized by the first recipient, Dr. Peter Gloviczki, who 
said, "What can never be repeated again, unfortu- 
nately, is the wonderful spirit of  the Fellowship year. I
traveled on the shoulder of a giant." 
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APPENDIX  I .  INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPL ICAT ION TO THE E.  J. WYL IE  
TRAVEL ING FELLOWSHIP  
THE E. J. WYLIE TRAVELING FELLOWSHIP  OF THE L IFELINE FOUNDATION 
OF THE SOCIETY FOR VASCULAR SURGERY/ INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY 
FOR CARDIOVASCULAR SURGERY, NORTH AMERICAN CHAPTER 
Guidelines 
The primary purpose of the Edwin J. Wylie Traveling Fellowship is to provide the recipient with the opportunity 
to visit a number of excellent vascular surgery centers in the United States and abroad. Though brief, these visits 
stimulate academic inspiration, promote international exchange, and foster development of fraternal fellowship 
in vascular surgery. The achievement of these objectives will enhance the development of the fellow's career in 
vascular surgery. 
This award is not intended to support specific research interests but rather to assist the fellow in a unique 
opportunity for travel and professional exchange within established vascular centers in this country and abroad. 
Eligibility for selection 
1. Be under age 40 at the time of the award 
2. Have completed a postgraduate vascular training program or have considerable xperience in vascular 
surgery supplemental to surgical training 
3. Be committed to an academic areer in vascular surgery and have obtained an academic appointment in a 
medical school or freestanding clinic devoted to excellence in medical education 
4. Have a demonstrated record of success in pursuing clinical or basic science research sufficient o ensure 
academic excellence in his or her pursuit of a career in vascular surgery 
Selection will be made without regard to the candidate's geographic location. 
Requirements for consideration 
A candidate submitting documentation for consideration for selection must furnish an up-to-date curriculum 
vitae, a list of publications, research projects, and current research support, and a list of the centers that he or she 
wants to visit. Three letters of recommendation are required, including one from the division head and another 
from the chairman of the department of surgery of the institution in which the candidate holds a faculty 
appointment. A 500-word essay describing the objectives of the candidate's travel plans and linking these to his 
or her career goals must be appended. 
Report to Committee 
A report covering your experience should be prepared and forwarded to the Chairman of the Research and 
Education Committee within 3 months of completion of your fellowship travel. This report should be five to eight 
double-spaced typewritten pages and should summarize your activities during the fellowship. Although factual 
statements of activities hould be included, you are encouraged to place these within an overall context of their 
impact on your education and maturation. The format of the report and its content should be suitable for 
consideration by the Committee for publication in the Journal of Vascular Surgery. 
Financial support 
The generosity of W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc., has allowed the establishment of this fellowship. Their 
graciousness ensures the noncommercial nature of the award and its continuation in years to come. The Wylie 
Traveling Fellowship of the Lifeline Foundation will pay up to $10,000 for expenses of travel, research, and 
clerical help. The fellowship monies may not be used for other purposes. 
Application 
No application forms are required. A letter demonstrating interest in applying for the E. J. Wylie Traveling 
Fellowship or nominating a candidate may be sent to the Chairman of the Research and Education Committee. 
Details of the application should include the materials requested above. The deadline for receiving applications 
is January 15, 1997. Letter of nomination or intent should be directed to 
Chairman 
Research and Education Committee 
Lifeline Foundation 
13 Elm St. 
Manchester, MA 01944-1314 
